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of the offender.77 Still, such victim impact 
statements are largely deemed significant and 
important contributions to the judicial process, 
as the U.S. Supreme Court agrees, if only for 
providing a voice and some closure for victims 
and their families.

Victim Rights Awareness
April has been designated by the U.S. 
Department of Justice as National Crime 
Victims Awareness Month. Although dif-
ferent months bring awareness to specific 
offenses (such as September as Campus Safety 
Awareness Month, because that is the begin-
ning of the academic year at many schools, 
or October as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month), April is the most important month 
because it brings awareness to all victims of 
crime. Thus, you will likely see many candle-
light vigils and parades during the month of 
April. It was first declared Crime Victims’ 
Rights/Awareness Month in 1981 by President 
Ronald Reagan and was a good representation 
of the increase in attention to victims in the 
1970s and 1980s.

Other examples of this increased attention to 
victims in the 1980s include the formation in 
1983 of the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC), 
which was created by the U.S. Department of 
Justice to implement recommendations from 
the President’s Task force on Victims of Crime 
initiated by President Reagan in 1982. Also, 
the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) was passed 
in 1984, which established the Federal Crime 
Victims Fund to support state compensation 
funds and local victim service units and pro-
grams. The fund comprises various fines, pen-
alties, forfeitures, and so forth collected by 
federal agencies.

Overall, far more attention has been given 
to victims of crime since the early 1970s. It is surprising that it took until the last five 
decades before victims were given such interest in terms of study and rights, especially 
when one considers that there have always been victims since the beginning of human 
civilization. In contrast, extensive scientific studies and theories of offenders have been 
conducted and promulgated for centuries. It has been beneficial to the field of criminol-
ogy to add such study of victims, especially considering that they are nearly always half 
the equation when trying to determine why offenders attack.

1. Who is considered the Father of Victimology by most
scholars?

A. Lombroso

B. Beccaria

C. Sutherland

D. Mendelsohn

2. When an individual does or does not do something that
increases their risk of being victimized, this is referred to as
victim

A. anticipation.

B. precipitation.

C. expectation.

D. consideration.

3. When an offender is ordered to pay money to the victim as
part of sentencing, it is referred to as _______________,
whereas when the state or federal government provides
funds to the victim for losses due to the crime, it is referred
to as _______________.

A. compensation; restitution

B. restitution; compensation

4. The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that victim impact
statements can be given during only what stage of a
criminal trial?

A. before the verdict but not after

B. after the verdict and before the sentencing

C. both before the verdict and before sentencing

D. neither during the actual trial nor before sentencing;
only after the sentence
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